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We’ve MOVED!!!! 
 

 

 

We are finally in our new home at  

3 Shotwell Drive, Belvidere!   

 

Office hours and phone numbers have 

stayed the same!   

 

We will be having an open house once 

we finish unpacking. Stay tuned for 

more details!  

 

 

 

  

From the Desk of 

the Agent 

www.warren4-h.org 

http://www.warren4-h.org/
http://4hset.rutgers.edu/
https://www.facebook.com/warren4h


Attn: 

4-H 

Leaders 

 

 

The Next 4-H Leaders Association Meeting 
 

January 29, 2025 7:00 pm via Zoom 

All registered Warren County 4-H leaders are welcome. 

 

 
 
If you prefer a hard copy mailed to your address, please call the office and confirm your updated contact 
information so we can send you a paper copy.  We will only send paper copies to those families that contact 
us. We hope that 4-H families take advantage of the Grapevine online and help us save the environment.   

 
 

The Jr. Breeder loan program 
 

a great program for young adults already participating in 4-H to acquire livestock via a low-interest 
livestock loan.  Contact the 4-H office for the forms and additional information. 

 

 

 

Going to Rutgers????? 

Going to miss 4-H???? 

No Need!  You can join the Collegiate 4-H Club 

They do much to support 4-H in NJ 
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Our Mission  
 

The Rutgers Cooperative Extension 4-H 
Youth Development program uses a learn 

by doing approach to enable youth to 

develop the knowledge, attitudes, and 
skills they need to become competent, 
caring, and contributing citizens of the 

world. 

 
This mission is accomplished by using 

the knowledge and resources of the land 
grant university system, along with the 

involvement of caring adults 
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Mark Your Calendars! 

 
Teen Council 
November 14, 2024 
December 12, 2024 

  
The next Teen Council meeting will be on 

Thursday, November 14th from 7-8 pm at the 

NEW 4-H Office (3 Shotwell Drive).  Teen 

Council is open to youth in 8-13th grade.  
 

Thursday, December 12th will be our Teen 

Council cookie bake!  This meeting will be from 

6-8pm.   

 

 
 

Ignite Summit 
March 12-16, 2025 

Deadline to apply: November 15, 2024 
 

 

 

Winter Gathering 
December 7, 2024 

The Winter Gathering is the 

cold-weather summer reunion, 

open house, and camp family 

holiday party!  It’s also a great 

opportunity to introduce new 

friends to 4-H Camp.  Enjoy 

some wintry crafts and campy 

activities.   

This years gathering will be held on Saturday, 

December 7th at the 4-H Camp from 2-6pm.   

Winter Gathering Registration 

 
For more information, please visit: 

https://nj4hcamp.rutgers.edu/flyers.html  

  
 

Cupcake Wars & Expo 
December 7, 2024 

 

Make, Bake, and Decorate! 
 

 
 

 
 

 

file:///C:/Users/azolla/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/93P5U7OD/Winter%20Camp%20Registration
https://nj4hcamp.rutgers.edu/flyers.html


4-H Model Horse Show Clinic 
December 8, 2024 

 

The 3rd annual 4-H Model Horse Show Clinic will 

take place on December 8th from 12-4 PM at the 

Gloucester County Clayton Building 1200 N. 

Delsea Drive, Clayton. Open to all 4-H members 

and their friends!  

 

Come learn the ins and 

outs of Model Horse 

Showing, how to 

customize your models, 

to create background 

scenes, tips and tricks to 

make your models look 

the best they can be, and 

even make some 

tack! Workshop cost is 

$15.  
 

Registration Link 

 
 

Sewing & Crafting Workshop 
December 30 & 31, 2024 

 

Join Tracy Smith and Michelle Teitsma for a 2 day 

sewing & crafting workshop Monday, December 

30 and Tuesday, December 31, 10am – 1pm.  

Projects include a table runner, quilted ornaments, 

and “no-sew” quilted trees!  More details and 

registration will be available shortly!  

 
 

Leadership for Life 
 

New Jersey 4-H members in grades 9-12 who are 

members in good standing are invited to 

participate in a multi-level 

leadership program called 

the NJ 4-H Leadership 

for Life Program.   

Adapted from Ireland’s 

youth development 

program Foróige, 

the Leadership for Life 

Program is based on theories 

and principles of youth work, leadership 

development, and leadership styles. 

Offered in three sequential modules, this program 

is aimed at equipping young people to explore 

their vision and passion and to develop such key 

skills as planning, decision-making, critical 

thinking, goal setting, and problem-solving. 

Members must complete Modules 1 and 2 before 

they are eligible to complete Module 3. The 

Advanced Module is held during a 9-day travel 

experience to the Foróige Leadership for Life 

Conference at the University of Ireland in 

Maynooth, Ireland. 

The Leadership for Life Program will be offered 

on the following dates during 2025.  Modules 1-3 

will be held at the Mercer County Extension 

Office located at 1440 Parkside Avenue in 

Trenton. 

 

Module 1: January 11, 2025 $75.00  

 

Module 2: February 22, 2025 $75.00 

 

Module 3: March 15, 2025 $40.00 

 
Module 4: July 25 – August 2, 2025 University of 

Ireland at Maynooth 

 
Information and registration for all of the NJ 4-H 

Leadership for Life Program Modules are 

available on the NJ 4-H Website at:  

http://nj4h.rutgers.edu/leadership/leadership-for-

life/  

 
Questions about the Leadership for Life Program can 

be directed to Camden County 4-H Agent Sharon 

Kinsey (sbkinsey@njaes.rutgers.edu) or Warren 

County 4-H Program Associate Michelle Teitsma 

(teitsma@njaes.rutgers.edu). 

 
 

 
 

https://rutgers.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_eFqrc4AIpXCxr2m
http://nj4h.rutgers.edu/leadership/leadership-for-life/
http://nj4h.rutgers.edu/leadership/leadership-for-life/
mailto:sbkinsey@njaes.rutgers.edu
mailto:teitsma@njaes.rutgers.edu


NJ 4-H Goat Extravaganza 
January 4, 2025 

Registration Deadline: December 4, 2024 
 
 

 
 
For more information, please visit the state  
4-H goat website: 
http://nj4h.rutgers.edu/goats/extravaganza/ 
 
Simple and quick online registration is due 
by Wednesday, December 4.  
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Rutgers Junior Animal Science 

Symposium & 4-H Animal 
Science Film Festival 

March 29, 2025 
 

Rutgers Junior Animal Science Symposium will be 

held on Saturday, March 29, 2025 at the Cook 

Campus Farm, Rutgers University, New 

Brunswick. Event includes hands-on workshops in 

equine, swine, sheep and goat, cattle, poultry, 

beekeeping, rabbit, cavy, small animals and an 

animal science video contest. Registration 

information to follow.   

 

Contact amelia.valente@njaes.rutgers.edu if you 

have questions.  
 

 

  

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu12788118.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3DC-2F-2FZbVWUVOdk5HXwv0m7aoHOzoadwwC5Ccd09cPbCS79yz8CFooIGmn2iZuTNi2KCzWB8qxMj1jL9NdIUXQynA-3D-3D8GFh_p3sYpTSohQLytUEIOMPioyAj9FJKoC1mdL6PUbIQ6fNSjMDDO5pegrzjXXmv06ljClhOio-2B0hSooAer78zOoB7SSEaQVcGtVNiXFUol572y51t8FZ7NwbR60MWQKRjNLVLrCCTQXpa-2BrSvwTUVkRWlkEmfUA1rHed-2F9AqwMbwT2pMQ8U10SxZcJDvFwO2-2FDnONJYJogBbFX2J8WlEnuhf6l5jy3eiZz5eKfr-2Bl3zrHJVJ7fovth-2FVWMq4rWfuW254BWamqyAKtVTkP-2FnPMi23Q-3D-3D&data=05%7C01%7Cteitsma%40njaes.rutgers.edu%7C3f902e5ef4454e2a3a4208dbda1f3fda%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C638343599997274780%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VZBSrrtZ3xoBKk8rpMpSygcXtAbfL7XePzEQmsD62kU%3D&reserved=0
https://rutgers.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_daLqyyvAyYGK9Se
https://rutgers.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_daLqyyvAyYGK9Se


 
 

 
 

 

Horse Leaders Meeting 
 

The next Horse Leaders Meeting will be on 
Wednesday, January 15, 2025 at 7:30pm via zoom.  

 
 

Equine Science Team 

The Equine Science Team will begin practicing 
soon!  If you are interested in participating please 
either e-mail Tracy Smith - bdtsmith@gmail.com or 
call (908)-887-2630. 

 
 

2023-2024 Equine Science Team Members 
(missing from picture: Claire Jones)  

 
 

Year End Awards 
 

The Willow Creek Western Horsemanship Award is 
sponsored by Joan Wolfe. It is given to a rider 
exhibiting horsemanship & improvement over the 
past 4-H year. 2024 recipient: Amelia Garis 
 
The Sportsmanship Award, sponsored by Stacy 
Thomas, is presented to the 4-H’er who has 

demonstrated outstanding sportsmanship in the 
overall activities of the 4-H horse program. 
Sportsmanship is defined as sportsman like 
conduct, such as courtesy, fairness, being a cheerful 
loser, and the willingness to encourage or console 
as well as assist other 4-H members. 2024 recipient: 
Hayley Wargo 

 
The Guiding Light Award given in memory of 
Florence Kuipers, a former 4-H leader who was also 
a mentor and an inspiration to many 4-H youth. This 
award is given to a 4-H’er exhibiting Florence’s 
qualities as well as a good sportsman who 
perseveres to Make The Best Better. 2024 recipient: 
Alicia Garis 
 
The Outstanding Very Small Equine Award, 
sponsored this year by Tracy Smith, is given to a 
participant in the horse project area who has shown 
a VSE at the 4-H County Qualifying Show and/or the 
4-H Horse Show at the Warren County Farmers’ Fair 
and has demonstrated a willingness to learn, good 
sportsmanship, overall improvement in their VSE 
horsemanship skills, as well as exhibits a positive 
attitude. 2024 recipient: Hayley Wargo 
 
The Warren County Challenge Award is sponsored 
by the WC Horse Leaders and is given to an 
outstanding senior 4-H member in the 4-H Horse 
program. This individual has shown leadership, 
citizenship and achievement qualities during their 
years as a 4-H member in Warren County. 2024 
recipient: Alicia Garis 
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News! 
 

 

RE-ENROLLMENT 
 

With this new project year comes a new 4-H 
enrollment system, Zsuite.

 
 
The enrollment process for Club Members 
(youth) and Volunteers (adult club leaders) is 
similar. We’re excited with the options Zsuite 
will offer us in the office as well as to club 
leaders. 
 
Please go to https://4h.zsuite.org/ and create a 
family profile to re-enroll.  

  
An email was sent to all registered 4-H 
members with instructions on the new process. 
If you or your members have any issues 
creating a profile or re-enrolling, please contact 
the 4-H Office at 908-475-6502.  

 
 

 

4-H Volunteer Ventures 
 

 

The 4-H Volunteer Ventures 
Podcast examines the fun, 
but sometimes confusing, 
role of the 4-H volunteer. 
Connect with hosts Kelly 
Dziak and Laura Bovitz in 

this Facebook page (4-H Volunteer Ventures) to 
share your tips/tricks to support other volunteers 
as well as future episode suggestions. 

 

The latest episode of the 4-H Volunteer 
Ventures podcast is available and it’s all about 
the 4-H Thriving Model! Give it a listen to learn 

about how we help youth find their sparks
and thrive! 

 
open.spotify.com/show/1R0A0chkVoqw64Mqycr7gX?si=34f3dc98b

91b4c20 

 
 

NJ 4-H Summer Camp Sign Up 
 

Registration opens on November 15, 2024 for 
both: 
 
The 75th summer at L.G. Cook 4-H Camp, 
New Jersey 4-H’s overnight summer camp in 
beautiful Stokes State Forest. Join our caring, 
tech-free community for a one-week sleepaway 
session in July or our BIG 18 day session in 
August … AND 
 
The 3rd summer at 4-H Camp at Rutgers 
Gardens, our brand-new day camp program 
combining the social-emotional learning of 4-H 
Camp’s friendly, communal experience with the 
educational opportunities of Rutgers Gardens.  
 
Sign-up before December 31st to take 
advantage of our Early “Polar Bear” 
Registration Period. 4-H discount available to 
all 4-H members. More details and online 
registration at nj4hcamp.rutgers.edu! Call 973-
948-3550 to reach the Camp Office with any 
and all questions. 
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https://4h.zsuite.org/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61558574791500
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61558574791500&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUi5DUlW6tR2fWzhQA2-lp2zfS3B_J89LMelkGml12F4vT4Ob2J26uE_gxl-xBlbwScSnEEPXFrLYKfvTw6LsUedSfKfJrFYZ_vCisOcux14SpW0jCn7NvQY1s8QzWTobsQo--n5jOvW143KH92aXQ4vQgbuMfrpCTsQNfNJ3fhAK3isHOisPY-OsZyBOdzFT7rzyND25UNqk8TGLblr-SDsS6IwGzVrExdmoGvFeY_IQ&__tn__=-%5dK-R
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Warren County 4-H is on 
Facebook!  

 
Please join our Facebook Group: Warren 
County 4-H 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/9424416358
78633/ to stay up to date on news, events, and 
opportunities for Warren County 4-H members. 
This is a closed group so please request to join 
the group!  
  
We also have a general public Warren County 
4-H Facebook page:  
https://www.facebook.com/warren4h/ 

 
 

Results 
 

Year End Recognition 
 

Receiving Welcome to 4-H: 
Mason Varga 

 
Receiving Cloverbud Certificates: 

Bryson Anema, Chance Anema, Daisy Bassin, 
Nathan Bassin, Connor Edwards, Hazel Ochs, 

Rowan Philhower, Bethany Sanchez, Luke 
Smith, Charlotte Thompson, Michael 

Thompson, Anastasia Waclawski, Felix 
Waclawski, Stella Weygand, Colton Waller 

 

Receiving Merit Awards: 
Natalie Marques, Mae Quick, Genesis 

Sanchez, Myla Sprangler 

 
Receiving Achievement Awards: 
Alicia Garis, Amelia Garis, Madison Hunt, 

Valentina Maza, Vincent Maza, Vivian Maza, 
Abby Smith, Own Smith, Arica Sodtalbers, 
Elizabeth Sodtalbers, Kerstin Voll, Amelia 

Waclawski, Hayley Wargo 

 
 

Agriculture Awards were presented to 
Valentina Maza, Abby Smith, Owen Smith, 
Arica Sodtalbers, Elizabeth Sodtalbers, and 

Kerstin Voll 

 

 
 

Willow Creek Horsemanship Award: Amelia 
Garis 

Guiding Light Award: Alicia Garis 

 

 
 

 
 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fgroups%2F926929520682935%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cteitsma%40njaes.rutgers.edu%7Ce9e5698cd960488cca3f08d67a49f787%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C636830855432929625&sdata=DANeL3NzrNB%2FiTraR3nBguhgS%2B%2FAg8QRjvyFL3zjsrM%3D&reserved=0
https://www.facebook.com/warren4h/


The Sportmanship Award: Hayley Wargo 
 

The Challenge Award: Alicia Garis 

 
 

 
 

Club Updates 
 

 

Out of Our Shells 
 

Members of the Out of Our Shells 4-H Club opened 

a Free Little Pantry at the First Presbyterian Church 

Outreach Center in Blairstown.  Members secured 

donations from local businesses including David 

Prezioso, Prezioso Electric, LLC; Jody Thomas 

McKenna, Roxy Relics; Christian Fiume, Fitness 

Empire; Dianne Pannela, Barber on Main; The 

Freehill Family; Blairstown Dairy; Jennifer 

Mulligan, Cosmic Connections; Hema Persad, 

Nature’s Harvest; Mr. Scott and Lisa Amon, Village 

Sundaes; Michael Alfieri, Frank’s Pizza; and Louis 

Lopez, Pizza Express.  

 

The club hosted a ribbon-cutting ceremony for their 

new pantry on November 2, 2024.  

 

 

About the Free Little Pantry:  

Our pantry is for everyone! Our pantry is for those 

who need an item or for those who would like to 

give an item. Our pantry is for a hungry 

kid walking home from school or a home cook who 

forgot to buy a box of pasta. Our pantry is for 

everyone and we are excited to bring this to 

Blairstown!! 

 

How does our 

pantry differ from other 

food pantries?  

 Our pantry is small, 

limiting its quantity and 

variety but stocked with 

love from our club and 

community. 

 Our pantry is local 

and easily accessible.  

 We can help families 

who do not qualify for 

bricks-and-mortar food 

pantries. Most have hours 

of operation. Our pantry is 

open all the time! 24/7 

If you or your club would 

like to donate nonperishable 

items, please contact the 4-

H Office at 908-475-6502.  

They are looking for 

donations of canned 

veggies, canned fruit, 

crackers, cereals, etc., as well as personal care items 

and paper goods. 

 

 

 
 

We would LOVE to hear what 
your club has been up to! Please 

drop us a line or photograph! 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Got club news? Send it to 
4-H@co.warren.nj.us 


