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From the Desk of 

the Agent 

www.warren4-h.org 

http://4hset.rutgers.edu/
https://www.facebook.com/warren4h
https://forms.gle/fNqTLH3BV4Ewsbj78
http://www.warren4-h.org/


Attn: 

4-H 

Leaders 

 

 

The Next 4-H Leaders Association Meeting 
 

April 1, 2026 6:00 pm Location TBD 

All registered Warren County 4-H leaders are welcome. 
 

 

If you prefer a hard copy of this issue of The Grapevine mailed to your address, please 
call the office and confirm your updated contact information so we can send you a paper 
copy.  We will only send paper copies to those families that contact us. We hope that 4-H 
families take advantage of the Grapevine online and help us save the environment.   

 
 

The Jr. Breeder loan program 
 

a great program for young adults already participating in 4-H to acquire livestock via a low-interest 
livestock loan.  Contact the 4-H office for the forms and additional information. 

 

 

Going to Rutgers????? 

Going to miss 4-H???? 

No Need!   

You can join the Collegiate 4-H Club! 

They do much to support 4-H in NJ! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Family Grapevine 
Bi-Monthly Newsletter 

Rutgers Cooperative Extension 
3 Shotwell Drive 

Belvidere, NJ 07823 
(908) 475-6502 

www.warren4-h.org 
 

 
 

Alayne J. Torretta, County 4-H Agent 
Michelle Teitsma, 4-H Program Associate 

Alex Zolla, 4-H Secretary 

Our Mission  
 

The Rutgers Cooperative Extension 4-H 
Youth Development program uses a learn 

by doing approach to enable youth to 
develop the knowledge, attitudes, and 
skills they need to become competent, 
caring, and contributing citizens of the 

world. 

 
This mission is accomplished by using 

the knowledge and resources of the land 
grant university system, along with the 

involvement of caring adults. 
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Mark Your Calendars! 

 
4-H Discover the Leader in You! 

Leadership Conference 
March 14, 2026 

 

 
 

Click on the photo above to register by March 6th.   

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Woofminster Dog Show 
March 15, 2026 

 
Hosted by the Somerset County 4-H WOOF Dog 

Club 

 

Sunday, March 15, 2026 

10:00 AM (Doors open at 9:15 AM) 

 

Somerset County 4-H Center 

(Ted Blum 4-H Center) 

310 Milltown Road 

Bridgewater, NJ 08807 

 

Classes include Showmanship (age and ability 

divisions), Obedience, and Grooming.  

  

Questions? Please email WOOF Leader: James 

Gaudet at 4Hwoofclub@gmail.com or 201-463-

1367 

Click here for online registration 

2026 WOOFminster Registration

 
 

Teen Council 
March 19, 2026 

  

Thursday, March 19th will be our next regular Teen 

Council meeting from 7-8 pm at the Dumont Building 

(165 County Route 519S).   
 

Teen Council is open to youth in 8-13th grade.  
 

 
 
 
 

 

https://www.cognitoforms.com/SomersetHillsKennelClub/_2026WOOFminsterRegistration
https://www.cognitoforms.com/SomersetHillsKennelClub/_2026WOOFminsterRegistration
https://forms.gle/ihhkKMMeEnDGrKABA


Rutgers 4-H Teen Café 
March 21, 2026 

 

Unlocking the Brain’s Daily Rhythms: How Sleep, 

Injury, and Aging Shape Our Internal Clock 

 

11 am - 2 pm, Waksman Institute, Busch Campus 

Grades 9-12 

 

Dr. Annika Barber, Molecular Biologist and Biochemist, 

will lead students through hands-on laboratory activities 

on how organisms must make behavioral decisions 

based on an array of both internal cues (like hunger or 

time of day) and external environmental cues (like 

availability of food or temperature). She will discuss 

how her lab works to decode the biological basis of 

decision making using behavioral genetics in Drosophila 

melanogaster or fruit fly. 

 

Register here. First come, first serve.  

https://go.rutgers.edu/d4pys7qg  

 

This event is FREE and includes lunch. Registration is 

required and limited to 30 9-12th grade students. 

 

 
Clover Lego Challenge 

March 22, 2026 
 

 

 
 

Rutgers Cooperative Extension 
of Warren County  

2026 Farmer Symposium 
March 21, 2026 

 

 
 

 
 

 

https://go.rutgers.edu/d4pys7qg
https://go.rutgers.edu/d4pys7qg
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrail.canva.com%2FCL0%2Ftel%3A30912%2F1%2F0100019c053e92a4-f75334ae-f532-4a78-9ff0-14860220ab49-000000%2Fo5-iBtlnhNm-TBTc6T2FnPB3KERk040rK7iCoTXKB-s%3D442&data=05%7C02%7Cteitsma%40njaes.rutgers.edu%7C915020eae85a41b498d008de7339247c%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C639074886530222036%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jgNaE3OuBFCy%2FkH2RkCuo5QvycWCV9rXrdG4NHJGW9g%3D&reserved=0
https://tinyurl.com/37h99dbk


Rutgers Junior Animal Science 
Symposium & 4-H Animal 

Science Film Festival 
March 28, 2026 

 

 
 
Registration is now open! Session details and the 

registration link are available on the website: 

https://nj4h.rutgers.edu/smallanimals/junior-

symposium/ 

 

Contact amelia.valente@njaes.rutgers.edu if you 

have questions.  
 

 
 

 

Rutgers 4-H Teen Café 
April 11, 2026 

 
Mars Rocks: Studying Minerals with the 

Curiosity Rover 

 

11 am- 2 pm, Busch Campus 

Grades 9-12  

 

Kate Hendrickson is a 

Planetary Scientist who works 

on the Curiosity Rover science 

team and will teach students 

about how we perform science 

remotely through robotic 

spacecraft. She will discuss rover 

operations, rocks on Mars, and 

guide students through accessing and analyzing real 

mineral data from the Curiosity Rover's CheMin X-Ray 

Diffractometer. 

 

This event is FREE and includes lunch. Registration is 

required and limited to 25 9-12th grade students. 

 

Register here. First come, first serve. 

 

https://go.rutgers.edu/qjj32cec 

 

 
RCE Grow With Us Workshops 

 

 
  

https://nj4h.rutgers.edu/smallanimals/junior-symposium/
https://nj4h.rutgers.edu/smallanimals/junior-symposium/
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrail.canva.com%2FCL0%2Ftel%3A25912%2F1%2F0100019c053e92a4-f75334ae-f532-4a78-9ff0-14860220ab49-000000%2FcJ11dFgNbYHPjMjEr4Z5rBN-nZbLvZH3JJCWehr42oU%3D442&data=05%7C02%7Cteitsma%40njaes.rutgers.edu%7C915020eae85a41b498d008de7339247c%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C639074886530251141%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=l3%2B9C2GahgvdsogZbh6S2AFtBIyqTzQLl%2BHXYQJKCus%3D&reserved=0
https://go.rutgers.edu/qjj32cec
https://go.rutgers.edu/qjj32cec


 

 

 

 

Horse Leaders Meeting 
 

The next Horse Leaders Meeting will be on 
Wednesday, April 8, 2026 at 7:00pm at the Dumont 

Building (165 County Route 519 S, Belvidere).  

 
 

State 4-H Horse Events 
 

Equine Presentations at Mercer County RCE 
Office: March 14, 2026 

 

Horse Judging and Hippology at Dream Park:  
April 17-18, 2026 

 

NJ State 4-H Horse Show at Dream Park: 
August 15-16, 2026 

 

 

 
 

Equestrian of the Year 
 

The Warren County Equestrian of the Year Contest 
will be held on Wednesday, April 8, 2026 at 6pm at 
the Dumont Building (165 County Route 519S in 
Belvidere).  Applications have been emailed to 
eligible horse project members.   

 
 

 

Tack Sale 
 

The WC Horse Leaders Tack Swap & Sale will take 
place on Saturday, April 11, 2026 from 10am to 2pm.  
Please help spread the word and share far and wide!  

 
 
 

 



 
Public Presentations 2026 

 
It’s time for Presentations!  

 

Mark your calendars! 
Presentation dates are set for: 

 Wednesday, March 4 at 
6pm at the Dumont Administration 
Building 

 Thursday, March 12 at 6pm at the Hope 
community Center 

 Monday, March 16 at 6pm at the 
Dumont Administration Building 

 Friday, March 27 at 6pm at the Dumont 
Administration Building  

 
Call or email the office if you still need to 

register! 

 
 

4-H Volunteer Ventures 
 

The 4-H Volunteer Ventures 
Podcast examines the fun, but 
sometimes confusing, role of 
the 4-H volunteer. Connect with 
hosts Kelly Dziak and Laura 
Bovitz in this Facebook page 
(4-H Volunteer Ventures) to 

share your tips/tricks to support other volunteers as 
well as future episode suggestions. 

 

The latest episode of the 4-H Volunteer 
Ventures podcast is available and it’s all about 

the Essential Element of Mastery! Give it a 
listen to learn about how we help youth find 

their sparks and thrive! 
 

open.spotify.com/show/1R0A0chkVoqw64Mqycr7gX?si=34f3dc98b

91b4c20 

 

NJ 4-H Summer Camp Sign Up 
 

The 76th summer at L.G. Cook 4-H Camp, 
New Jersey 4-H’s overnight summer camp in 
beautiful Stokes State Forest. Join our caring, 
tech-free community for a one-week sleepaway 
session in July or our BIG 18 day session in 
August … AND 
 
The 4th summer at 4-H Camp at Rutgers 
Gardens, our day camp program combining the 
social-emotional learning of 4-H Camp’s 
friendly, communal experience with the 
educational opportunities of Rutgers Gardens.  
 
4-H discount available to all 4-H members. 
More details and online registration 
at nj4hcamp.rutgers.edu! Call 973-948-3550 to 
reach the Camp Office with any and all 
questions. 
 
 

 
 

Puppy Power 
 

Puppies and handlers from Puppy Power attended 
the January County Commissioner meeting and 

received a proclamation recognizing the 98th 
Anniversary of The Seeing Eye.  Puppy Power 
celebrated its 66th year as a 4-H club and has 
raised over 1500 puppies for the Seeing Eye 

organization.  
 

Commissioner James Kern received a few “thank 
you” licks from 10-week-old Storm during the 

ceremony.  

 
Photo Credit: James Kern III Facebook Account 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61558574791500
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61558574791500&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUi5DUlW6tR2fWzhQA2-lp2zfS3B_J89LMelkGml12F4vT4Ob2J26uE_gxl-xBlbwScSnEEPXFrLYKfvTw6LsUedSfKfJrFYZ_vCisOcux14SpW0jCn7NvQY1s8QzWTobsQo--n5jOvW143KH92aXQ4vQgbuMfrpCTsQNfNJ3fhAK3isHOisPY-OsZyBOdzFT7rzyND25UNqk8TGLblr-SDsS6IwGzVrExdmoGvFeY_IQ&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61558574791500&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUi5DUlW6tR2fWzhQA2-lp2zfS3B_J89LMelkGml12F4vT4Ob2J26uE_gxl-xBlbwScSnEEPXFrLYKfvTw6LsUedSfKfJrFYZ_vCisOcux14SpW0jCn7NvQY1s8QzWTobsQo--n5jOvW143KH92aXQ4vQgbuMfrpCTsQNfNJ3fhAK3isHOisPY-OsZyBOdzFT7rzyND25UNqk8TGLblr-SDsS6IwGzVrExdmoGvFeY_IQ&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://open.spotify.com/show/1R0A0chkVoqw64Mqycr7gX?si=34f3dc98b91b4c20&fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2GbGPK9LuECqvquOPEP5h_B1otTokq106RCUNTQNgZsSY-i_GlJ-vrMKA_aem_FD8vuY6qHf5Na8tVpcNgOA
https://open.spotify.com/show/1R0A0chkVoqw64Mqycr7gX?si=34f3dc98b91b4c20&fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2GbGPK9LuECqvquOPEP5h_B1otTokq106RCUNTQNgZsSY-i_GlJ-vrMKA_aem_FD8vuY6qHf5Na8tVpcNgOA
https://open.spotify.com/show/1R0A0chkVoqw64Mqycr7gX?si=34f3dc98b91b4c20&fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2GbGPK9LuECqvquOPEP5h_B1otTokq106RCUNTQNgZsSY-i_GlJ-vrMKA_aem_FD8vuY6qHf5Na8tVpcNgOA
https://open.spotify.com/show/1R0A0chkVoqw64Mqycr7gX?si=34f3dc98b91b4c20&fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2GbGPK9LuECqvquOPEP5h_B1otTokq106RCUNTQNgZsSY-i_GlJ-vrMKA_aem_FD8vuY6qHf5Na8tVpcNgOA
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu12788118.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3DC-2F-2FZbVWUVOdk5HXwv0m7avcedgFaeMsEJ758t9AZneZpOFGeOGv70CA2eGCsGfzHeDt1_p3sYpTSohQLytUEIOMPioyAj9FJKoC1mdL6PUbIQ6fNSjMDDO5pegrzjXXmv06ljClhOio-2B0hSooAer78zOoB7SSEaQVcGtVNiXFUol572y51t8FZ7NwbR60MWQKRjNLzPCFuOgoq0MYcRuXCDBIZN-2FIRFADiEwJwjEeSD-2B0vKiEb-2FkLH1LjRT1NdTJZ2ScpfAKTVpjUeE4asJUfvTz-2B3AIoLQ7uf-2FZIgafMvdKGNT1ghWn-2FLtctaZAzlTd9Jcdb-2FEYZfliW4-2BZrWNoC36s8SA-3D-3D&data=05%7C01%7Cteitsma%40njaes.rutgers.edu%7C3f902e5ef4454e2a3a4208dbda1f3fda%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C638343599997118505%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yMZfg2GTAzHYChVhxRwMub4MSVUyAbf3dA9glKq%2FwzY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu12788118.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3DC-2F-2FZbVWUVOdk5HXwv0m7avcedgFaeMsEJ758t9AZneZpOFGeOGv70CA2eGCsGfzHqeZ2_p3sYpTSohQLytUEIOMPioyAj9FJKoC1mdL6PUbIQ6fNSjMDDO5pegrzjXXmv06ljClhOio-2B0hSooAer78zOoB7SSEaQVcGtVNiXFUol572y51t8FZ7NwbR60MWQKRjNLSRLaE9uvPeSa982oD-2B4DZKNBWkUGd6DsHWzsY0lOuhDgFtk1xc7XNLxjYJw-2BD3dHoadv3ETOHsUul6U9mDgjvlx-2FYoARn4sTQtPmPNxmlvA6euFAl5us006vIJ7TDjdzkZ-2FmlBjKH-2BMqZDXYocOiEA-3D-3D&data=05%7C01%7Cteitsma%40njaes.rutgers.edu%7C3f902e5ef4454e2a3a4208dbda1f3fda%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C638343599997118505%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wZSWcUYFS2DS5WHOjaN4Gg%2FOO49u%2FSKxJ%2B9gigmPew4%3D&reserved=0


 
 

Teen Council 
 

Teen Council members had a team building 
adventure at SkyZone in January.  

 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Valentina Maza attended Winter Camp with 23 

other 4-H’ers from Somerset, Morris, and Sussex. 
Activities included baking cookies, card and board 
games, sledding and snow tubing, lots of snacks, 
crafts, and a Winter Camp tradition, “Bring Me a 

Shrubbery”!  
 

 
 

 
 

We would LOVE to hear what 
your club has been up to! Please 

drop us a line or photograph! 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Got club news? Send it to 
4-H@co.warren.nj.us 


